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Medical Schools in Australia 
 

• 15 medical schools in Australia 
• Accredited by Australian Medical Council 

(AMC) www.amc.org.au 

• Accreditation standards include: 
– “The curriculum is based upon principles of scientific 

method and evidence-based practice and inculcates 
analytical and critical thinking” 

• Standards do not prescribe ‘how’ this should 
be achieved and this varies across schools 
 
 

http://www.amc.org.au/�


Two ‘audits’ of Australian medical school  
EBHC teaching 

EBHC Teachers Workshop (Brisbane, 2003) 
• 6 of the 15 medical schools reported on EBHC curricula at the workshop 
 
Bland JM. Teaching statistics to medical students using 
problem-based learning: the Australian Experience  
BMC Medical Education 2004; 4.31 
• Sabbatical visit to eight medical schools (particularly focusing in 

integration of EBHC teaching in problem-based courses) 
• Three models found 

– A parallel course 
– PBL used only for public related subjects 
– Material integrated but separately taught 



Non-PBL medical schools and EBHC 
Monash University 
• 6 year undergraduate 

course 
• Lectures on biostatistics 

and epidemiology in Years 
1 &2 

• Four tutorials in Year 6 on 
critical appraisal arising 
from clinical scenario 

• Assignment using 
Cochrane Library 



Parallel EBHC & PBL courses 
University of Queensland 
Flinders University 
University of Newcastle 
University of Adelaide 
• Lectures, tutorials etc 

given separately from 
main PBL course but 
usually linked by 
examples from PBL case 



Integrated but separately taught 
University of Sydney 
ANU (Canberra) 
Bond (private, Qld) 
Melbourne 

 



University of Sydney Medical Program 





Integrated AND separately taught 
INTEGRATED 
• Med 1 & 2 

– Online EBM activities 
– EBM questions within 

the reasoning guide 
• Med 3  

– Clinical reasoning 
• Med 4 

– Clinical reasoning 
 

SEPARATELY TAUGHT 
• Med 1 & 2 

– Nine additional tutorials 
( one per block) 

• Med 3 
– PEARLS 

• Med 4 
– Assignments 



Integrated online activities (Med 1 & 2) 



Integrated clinical reasoning (Med 3) 



Integrated clinical reasoning (Med 4) 



Separate EBHC teaching 

• Med 1 & 2 
– Nine tutorials (one per block) 
– Users Guide Series  
– Example – Diagnostic tests appraises 

hypothyroid index and thyroid function test in 
week of thyrotoxicosis case 

 



Separate EBHC activity PEARLS 
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